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The Epiphany of Our Lord
Welcome to The Late Service, our shorter and less formal service each Sunday at 12
noon. Please allow children to move about freely; this is a relaxed setting in which all
can feel at home.

GATHERING
The Arrival of the Magi and Presentation of the Gifts
Please turn to face the crib
At the offering of gold
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: to you be praise and glory for
ever. As gold in the furnace is tried and purified seven times in the fire, so purify our
hearts and minds that we may be a royal priesthood acceptable in the service of your
kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.
At the offering of frankincense
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: to you be praise and glory for
ever. As our prayer rises up before you as incense, so may we be presented before you
with penitent hearts and uplifted hands to offer ourselves in your priestly service.
Blessed be God for ever.
At the offering of myrrh
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: to you be praise and glory for
ever. As you give medicine to heal our sickness and the leaves of the tree of life for the
healing of the nations, so anoint us with your healing power that we may be the firstfruits of your new creation.
Blessed be God for ever.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
Penitence
God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

Opening Prayer
God Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GOD’S WORD
Reading
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy.
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Talk
Fr Alex Barrow

Our Faith
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYERS
We join in the following response:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
and at the end
Merciful Father
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

GOING OUT

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Notices
Blessing

If you would like to make a contribution to the parish there will be a plate at the door.
If you are a UK taxpayer and place your offering in a white gift aid envelope with your
name and address, the church is able to reclaim the tax you have paid. There is also a
card reader for electronic giving. If you would like details of the parish’s regular giving
scheme please do ask. Thank you.

